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£6G Case for the opinion of the Attorney-General. [Oct. 



had obtained a respite of one year, 
until !:e ~>!«i u itl repent anil acknoiv- 
ltd r e that he haii misconceived t lie 
phrase " implicated, &<:.," that lie 
was s-.tiisfted that all the charges of 
Wine: '* misguided and unworthy, 
Kira'.it no more, than to be suspected 
of being nsisuuitieil, &c. ;" bat al- 
though Dr. Dickson had no! in this 
stase or the business been called up- 
on fur an apology, these gentlemen 
'iKiistLiit it more advisable that he 
should pas* utmoticed than that Mr. 
Porter should proceed with his reso- 
lutions, and take a review of their 
own conduct. They perceived a 
It'i-ling in favour of ])r. Dickson, 
that he had been morr nnned against 
than sinning, therefore, they were 
anxious to get quit of the business 
as quietly as possible, after bluster- 
ing so much at a former meeting a- 
bout expulsion. 

(To be continued ) 



For the Beifuit Jlonl'tlj/ Magazine. 



IF the following suppositious case 
wire submitted to the Attorney 
(icfieral, for his opinion, what would 
his opinion he? 

to his majesty's attousey-gexekal. 

A number of Roman Catholics in 
this kingdom are desirous of forming 
societies on the principle of the 
Orange aiid Purple soeitties, but as 
they at the same time, do not wish 
to violate the law, they solicit -your 
Opinion on the following qr.cries. 

1st. Whether Roman Catholics 
have the same right to form societies 
exclusively Cathol!c,thuttue Orange- 
men have to form societies exclu- 
sively Protestant; their object be.ng 
i lie same, viz. " to support our good 
King and Constitution, and the Pro- 
testant succession to the throne, m 



his Majesty's illustrious house ?'*'* 

yd. Whether, in the event of their 
forming these societies, they may 
not wear orange ribbons as emblems, 
or ribbons of any other colour ihi. y 
may chuse to adopt? Whcthir tiny 
may parade on certain days with 
insignia, banners, music, &c. r 

3d. Whether one of their own 
body, who is not a magistrate, may 
administer the necessary oaths ? 

4;h. Whether, in the event of an 
attempt being made to disperse 
them,-)- they may not resist by force; 
or whether an action would not lie 
against any person so attempting to 
disperse them? J 



To the Proprietors of the Belfast Magazine. 



TN addition to my former Queries 
-*• respecting a phenomenon in As- 
tronomy, 1 would beg leave to 
aslc, is not the Northern Constella- 
tion of Cassiopeia a- very conspicuous 
one, containing several contiguous 
stars of the first and second magni. 
tildes/ And yet it is described in 
one of Cicero's verses thus : 

Obscura specie stellarum Cassiopeia. 

De Nalura D:arum, Id Bool. 

I would also take the liberty to 
suggest, that as the majority of your 
readers are such as may not have 
ready access to a cele.vial globe or 
planisphere, it might contribute to 
general entertainment, if some of 
your correspondents attempted a de- 

* This is neither more nor Jess than 
what Catholics as well as Protestants arc 
already sworn to ; so it cannot be amiss 
to swear it over again. 

t This can hardly be expected, as these 
societies will be bottomed on Loyalty. 

i According to Judge Daly's opinion, 
processions are perfectly innocent in 
Orangemen ; of course they must be so \% 
the Catholics. 
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cripliou of the more remarkable con- 
stellations and stars ; and the course 
of certain lines and circles (the Equa- 
tor, Ecliptic, Tropics, &c.) were 
traced by remarkable stars, whose 
position could, I am sure, be made 
intelligible by words. There are 
several Triangles formed by stars. 
There might, I think, be given an 
enumeration of these, the magni- 
tude of the stars composing each, 
and the species of triangle formed. 
These little pieces of information, 
which perhaps most reader* could 
acquire after some search, but which 
four out of five will be too indolent 
to look after, would raise curiosity, 
invite a more general attention, and 
render the extract from Fkbnd as 
generally amusing and useful, as 
any part of your miscellany. 

I am yours, &c. 

Star -.gazer. 



71 the Profirieturt ef the Belfast Magazine. 



Gentlemen, 
T LATELY met with a very in- 
teresting book, written by Robert 
Sulci iff, a Quaker, entitled, "Tra- 
vels in part of North America, &c." 
The following passage from Which, 
'I think worthy of a place in your 
valuable repository. 

" I pursued my way to Richmond 
(Virginia) in the mail stage, through 
a beautiful country, but clouded and 
debased by Negro slavery. At the 
house where 1 breakfasted, which is 
called the Bowling-Green, I was 
told thai the owner had in his pos- 
session two hundred slaves, inone 
field near the house, planted with 
tobacco, 1 counted near twenty wo- 
men and children, employed in pick- 
ing grubs from the plant. In the 
afternoon, 1 passed by a field, in 
which several poor slaves had been 
lately executed, on the charge of 



having an intention to rise against 
their masters. A Lawyer, who was 
present at their trials at Richmond, 
informed me, that on one of them 
being asked, what he had to say to 
the Court in his defence, he replied, 
in a manly tone of voice, " I have 
nothing more to offer, than what 
General Washington would have 
had to offer, had he been taken by 
the British, and put to trial by them. 
1 have, adventured my life, in en- 
deavouring to obtain the liberty of 
my countrymen, and am a willing 
sacrifice in their cause; anil I beg, 
as a favour, that I may be imme- 
diately led to execution. J know 
that you have pre-determined to 
shed my blood, why then all this 
mockery of trial ?" 

I must trouble you with one more 
observation of this writer, in the 
course of his journey three days 
after. 

" On entering into conversation 
with an inspector, as he was em- 
ployed in looking over a parcel of 
tobacco, he lamented the licentious- 
ness which he remarked so gene- 
rally prevailed in this town. He 
said, that in his remembrance, the 
principal part of the inhabitants 
were emigrants from Scotland, and 
that it was considered so reproach- 
ful to the white inhabitants, if they 
were found to have an illicit connec- 
tion with their female slaves, that 
their neighbours would shun tha 
company of such, as of persons wiih 
whom it was' a reproach to be ac- 
quainted. The case- was now so 
much altered, that he believed there 
were but lew siave-holders in that 
place, who were free from guilt in 
this respect, and that it was now 
thought but little of. Suib was the 
brutality and Hardness of heart which 
this evil produced, that many a. 
mongst them paid no more re-ard 
to belling their own cbildrenr by 



